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he detested the wickedness of prelates and
Cardinals; he spoke vehemently in condemna-
tion of the cancerous vices with which
Humanism dealt so lightly; and he foresaw
that a catastrophe was inevitable. Lorenzo
dei Medici treated this new preacher with
kindness; but Savonarola would not take
his side. After Lorenzo's death, when the
foolish Piero misgoverned Florence, the
prophet announced coining woes in accents
that struck terror; and on September 21 his
text was "Behold, I bring a flood of waters
upon the earth.5' It proclaimed that the
French were in Italy.

The Florentines sent ambassadors to
Charles, among them Savonarola. November
saw the Medici driven out and the French
king received in state by a free people
Savonarola pressed upon Charles the duty
of going to Rome and reforming the Church.
Alexander, threatened with a General Council*
admitted the King, who was overmatched
in policy and yielded to him the obedi-
ence of France. Charles' regiments con-
quered Naples; Italy fell prostrate before
him; then at Fomovo (July 5, 1495} he
lost all that he gained. The French passed1
away like a vision of the night. Still Florence,